
JERRY JIANG 9 HOURS AGO

MARCO QUIROZ-GUTIERREZ 10 HOURS AGO

SUZANNE BLAKE 12 HOURS AGO

KATE KARSTENS 12 HOURS AGO

DANIELLE CHEMTOB 10 HOURS AGO

PAID CONTENT 09/08/17 1:27PM

RELATED CONTENT

Student senate considers redistricting based
on majors

UNC improves sustainability through new
initiatives

First Amendment Day struggles to !nd
balance between commemoration and
controversy

Lecturer exposes that We Are All Criminals

How will DeVos' new guidelines in"uence
how UNC handles sexual assault?

Make a !rst impression with your Handshake

UNC's Be a Maker program welcomes puppetmaster as its

'maker-in-residence'
KAITLYN GREEN | PUBLISHED 01/13/17 12:57AM

This semester, UNC’s Be A Maker
program is welcoming puppet-making master Donovan Zimmerman as its Maker-In-
Residence.

Each semester BeAM welcomes a new Maker-In-Residence, an expert who teaches
students his or her craft and guides them in the creation of individual and group
projects. Zimmerman said he will apply his puppetry expertise with BeAM at UNC.

As this spring’s Maker, Zimmerman will help students create puppets like those used
in the Paperhand Puppet Intervention, a group of artists Zimmerman co-directs who
promote social change and creative expression through puppetry. They have an
annual show in Forest Theatre in the summer. The Paperhand puppeteers create
massive puppets and masks from things like cornstarch, bamboo and cardboard.

“I’m here to share my experience and help everyone see that puppetry truly is a
people’s art form,” Zimmerman said. “Anybody who puts their mind to it can do it.”

Zimmerman said he founded
Paperhand in Saxapahaw, N.C. in 1999.
He discovered puppetry at age 19
through Bread and Puppet Theater in
Vermont, and it has been his passion
ever since.

“Puppetry allows for you to make many
different things,” Zimmerman said.
“There really aren’t any limitations to
what you can do because it involves so
many different art forms — dance,
theater, fine arts, design, writing.”

Zimmerman said he has done many
artist-in-residence programs all over
North Carolina and recently taught
puppetry to students in St. Croix, U.S.
Virgin Islands.

Charlie Cummings, the Makerspace
program director for BeAM, said he looks forward to Zimmerman bringing his
expertise to UNC’s program.
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expertise to UNC’s program.

“I think he is very talented and I’m excited to work with him this semester,” Cummings
said.

Zimmerman is BeAM’s third full-time Maker-In-Residence, Cummings said. Past
Makers-In-Residence have directed similarly unusual projects, including creating
fully-functional telescopes and a giant metal bee habitat.

BeAM Program Associate Drew Robertson said he is excited for how Zimmerman’s
larger-than-life ideas will inspire students to collaborate.

“I feel like with these large-scale puppets people will hopefully start designing
together as teams,” Robertson said. “That really goes with BeAM’s goal of trying to
get people from different backgrounds to come together and work as a unit.”

Zimmerman’s work with BeAM will conclude with a capstone event at the end of the
semester, which will include a performance showcasing the puppets created by
students through the six-week program.

“The UNC campus has a special place in my heart from my past experience,”
Zimmerman said. “It’ll be good to be there to do some more work.”
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